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1. Security, Prosperity, ., | . -

and Cooperation: Strateglc . .

Analysis Initiative

Sigurnost, prosperitet | )\
saradnja: Inicijativa za |

strateske analize

With the rising tides of complexities and
geopolitical shifts worldwide, the existing
frameworks of economy, society, and
political order face various disruptions. With
innovations and advancements, there is also
the flip side of new security challenges that
threaten stability. We believe the only way to
combat these challenges is by contributing
with innovation and enhanced cooperation.

In hopes of achieving these goals, we
founded the Strategic Analysis Initiative,

a non-governmental, non-partisan, and
non-profit think tank based in Sarajevo,
Bosnia and Herzegovina. Our commitment
to enhancing security, prosperity, and
sustainability in Europe and beyond is the
priority of our work, which we aimed to
reflect by launching our flagship project, the
Sarajevo Security Conference. By building
strategic partnerships and bringing together
key stakeholders for an untethered exchange
of ideas in a forum such as this one, we
wanted to stimulate the public-private
dialogue and shape the agenda for the
future.

However, our goal was not simply to establish
a security forum in Sarajevo but to place
the discussion on the most salient topics
in the world today in Southeast Europe —

a region that itself is at the crossroads of
new challenges and shifts in dynamics.
The optimism of the early post-Cold War
conceptions is changing. We are looking at
a new multipolar era, with the rise of China
and its implications for the international
order, as well as a resurgence of Russia

SSC Y024

Postojeci ekonomski, drustveni i politi¢ki
okviri danas su pod razli¢itim pritiscima
uzrokovanim novim, kompleksnijim
izazovima i geopolitickim promjenama.
Sa inovacijama i napretkom, dolaze i novi
sigurnosni izazovi koji prijete stabilnosti.
Uvjereni smo da je jedini nacin odupiranja
tim kompleksnim pitanjima doprinos kroz
inovativne pristupe i pojac¢anu suradnju.

S nadom da ¢emo ostvariti taj cilj, osnovali
smo Inicijativu za strateske analize, nevladinu,
nestranacku in neprofitnu think tank
organizaciju u Sarajevu (Bosna i Hercegovina).
NasSa posvecenost unapredenju sigurnosti,
prosperiteta i odrzivosti u Europi i Sire
prioritet je naseg djelovanja, i nastojali smo

to i pokazati kroz nas prvi projekt, Sarajevska
sigurnosna konferencija. lzgradnjom
strateskih partnerstava i okupljanjem klju¢nih
aktera, kako bi neometano i neovisno
razmjenjivali ideje, na forumima kao sto je
ovaj, zelimo stimulisati javno-privatni dijalog i
oblikovati agendu za buduc¢nost.

Medutim, nismo zeljeli samo da oformimo
sigurnosni forum u Sarajevu, nego da
pozicioniramo razgovore o klju¢nim
svjetskim temama danasnjice u Jugoistocnu
Europu - region koji se i sam nalazi na
prekretnicama novih izazova i politicke
dinamike. Optimizam nastao u periodu
netom poslije Hladnog rata sada se mijenja.
Pred nama je novo, multipolarno doba,

s rastom Kine i implikacijama koje ce taj
rast imati na medunarodni poredak, kao i
ponovnim rastom Rusije, koja se nametnula
otvarajuci nove debate o vec rijesenim
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that is reopening new debates on resolved
questions of European security, territorial
integrity, and political order grounded in the
rule of law. In addition, Southeast Europe
remained a fertile ground for power plays
and power projection of external actors and is
yet again facing increasing direct and proxy
threats of foreign influences. The threat of

a security vacuum in this continent seems
imminent and long-lasting.

To offset such troubling dynamics, we
wanted to build trust, promote the peaceful
resolution of conflicts, and facilitate a
continuous, curated, and informal dialogue
within the regional security community as
well as international experts and officials. We
wished to provide a venue for official and
non-official diplomatic initiatives, ideas, and
constructive conversations on resolving the
most pressing security concerns of the region
and Europe.

We believe that the Sarajevo Security
Conference, the first security conference in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, allows us to get

a different understanding of approaching
security matters and priorities of the region
and identify the most suitable solutions,
having in mind the continuous improvement
for a stable, safer and prosperous world.

pitanjima europske sigurnosti, teritorijalnog
integriteta i politickog sistema temeljenog na
vladavini prava. Jugoisto¢na Europa ostala je
pogodno tlo za odmjeravanje snaga vanjskih
aktera, i ponovno se nalazi na meti direktnih

i indirektnih prijetnji izvana. Ipak, cijelom
kontinentu veoma izvjesno prijeti dugotrajan
sigurnosni vakum.

Kako bismo adekvatno odgovorili na

ove prijetnje, zelimo graditi povjerenje,
promovirati mirno rjesavanje sukoba i poticati
stalan, fokusiran, ali i neformalni dijalog
unutar regionalne sigurnosne zajednice te
medunarodnih eksperata i zvacnika. Cilj nam
je omoguciti prostor za zvanic¢ne i nezvanic¢ne
diplomatske inicijative, ideje i konstruktivne
razgovore kako bismo rijesili najznacajnija
sigurnosna pitanja regiona i Europe.

Smatramo da Sarajevska sigurnosna
konferencija, prva sigurnosna konferencija

u Bosni i Hercegovini, pruza priliku za
razumijevanje novih pristupa sigurnosnim
temama i prioritetima za region, te za
identificiranje adekvatnih rjeSenja, s ciljem
postizanja napretka u sigurnosti, stabilnosti i
prosperitetu cijeloga svijeta.

SSC 2025



2. SSC 2023: Vision for.the . e,

Future of Security and .

Prosperity

. »
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SSK 2023: Vizija za buducnost ‘. o .
sigurnosti i prosperiteta } :

We had a vision of creating an event that
will connect domestic and international
government officials, leading experts and
academics, policy designers, business
executives, noted journalists, and decision-
makers, committed to enhancing security,
prosperity, and sustainability in Europe
and beyond, and encouraging high-level
dialogues addressing the most pressing
security challenges and upcoming
opportunities for cooperation.

SSC V0~

NasSa vizija bila je da kreiramo dogadaj

kojim ¢emo okupiti domace i medunarodne
zvanicnike, vodece eksperte i akademike,
kreatore politika, poslovne lidere,

ugledne novinare, i donosioce odluka,

koji su posveceni unapredenju sigurnosti,
prosperiteta, i stabilnosti Evrope ali i Sire,

te da ohrabrimo dijalog na najvisem

nivou o gorucim sigurnosnim izazovima i
predstojecim prilikama za saradnju.

@



On behalf of the Strategic Analysis Initiative
(SAIl, I want to express how proud we are
to see our vision translated into reality.

We embarked on this journey with the

goal of creating a flagship annual security
event in Bosnia and Herzegovina that

will drive positive change in society. Our
vision, however, extended beyond usual
conferences, as we aimed to foster a culture
of collaboration and knowledge-sharing.
We achieved this goal by bringing together
global experts, whose wealth of diverse
perspectives and expertise helped us
comprehensively address complex security
challenges.

Today, we are delighted to witness the
realization of this vision, and we are pleased
to say that the Sarajevo Security Conference
(SSC) surpassed our initial goals and
expectations. SSC 2023 has brought together
top global minds in security issues, placing
them in one room with regional officials
and decision-makers, facilitating not only
meaningful conversations but also providing
a platform for creating joint initiatives and
actions, that will help the better positioning
of the Western Balkans in the European and
world security discussions.

Sarajevo has a deep and poignant history,
being a target and location of violence in the
1990’s. This city also embodies the resilience
and strength of the human spirit, rising

from the ashes of conflict towards a brighter
future. Participants of the SSC 2023 are joined
under the shared belief that partnerships and
cooperation are fundamental to addressing
global challenges, fostering democracy, and
countering foreign malign influence.

The overarching aim of this conference was
to foster stronger relations with our key
partners and allies. | wish to especially note
that the United States of America has been
a stalwart partner and supporter of Bosnia
and Herzegovina on its path to stability and
prosperity, and this partnership remains as
important today as it ever was. The ties that
bind us all are not solely geopolitical but also
deeply rooted in our shared values and a
mutual commitment to democracy, human
rights, and the rule of law.
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Ispred Inicijative za stratesku analize (ISA),
zelim da naglasim koliko smo ponosni sto
se nasa vizija pretvorila u stvarnost. Krenuli
SMo na ovaj put s ciljem stvaranja vodeceg
godisnjeg sigurnosnog dogadaja u Bosni

i Hercegovini koji ¢e pokrenuti pozitivhe
promjene u drustvu. Nasa vizija je, medutim,
prevazisla svakidasnje konferencije, buduci da
smo ovim dogadajem nastojali podstaknuti
kulturu saradnje i dijeljenja znanja. Ovaj cilj
smo postigli tako §to smo povezali svjetske
eksperte, Cije nam je bogatstvo razlicitih
perspektiva i ekspertiza pomoglo da se na
sveobuhvatan i opsezan nacin suoc¢imo s
kompleksnim sigurnosnim izazovima.

Danas sa zadovoljstvom svjedocimo
ostvarenju ove vizije, i raduje nas sto
mozemo reci kako je Sarajevska sigurnosna
konferencija (SSK) nadmasila nase inicijalne
ciljeve i ocekivanja. SSK 2023 okupila je
vodece svjetske strucnjake za pitanja
sigurnosti, te ih povezala sa regionalnim
zvanicnicima i donosiocima odluka, na

SSC 0



The conference’s programme was
comprehensive, covering a wide range of
topics, including current security challenges,
economic development, cyber security,

and good governance. Throughout these
discussions, we emphasised the importance
of shared values and cooperation in
addressing the complex challenges that we
collectively face. We firmly believe that the
path to a prosperous future for Bosnia and
Herzegovina, as well as the broader region, is
one that respects democratic principles and
the sovereignty of nations.

One of the key topics we addressed is the
ongoing issue of foreign malign influence. We
recognise that the interference of external
actors in the domestic affairs of sovereign
nations poses a significant challenge to
global stability and democracy, which is

why we explored strategies to counter these
threats and safeguard sovereignty and
democracy.

SSC 2025

taj nacin facilitiraju¢i ne samo znacajne
razgovore, vec i pruzajuci platformu za
stvaranje zajednickih inicijativa i akcija, koje
¢e pomocdi boljem pozicioniranju Zapadnog
Balkana u evropskim i svjetskim razgovorima
0 sigurnosti.

Sarajevo ima duboku i bolnu proslost, budu
koci da je bilo meta i mjesto nasilja devede-
setih godina. Ovaj grad takoder utjelovljuje
otpornost i snagu ljudskog duha, izdizuci se iz
pepela konflikta prema svjetlijoj buducnosti.
Ucesnici/e SSK 2023 okupljeni su zajedni¢kim
uvjerenjem da su partnerstvo i saradnja
kljuéni za suoCavanje s globalnim izazovima,
promicanje demokratije i suprotstavljanje
stranom malignom utjecaju.

Glavna svrha ove konferencije bila je
unapredenje i jacanje odnosa sa nasim
kljucnim partnerima i saveznicima. Naglasio
bih da su Sjedinjene Americke Drzave bile
snazan partner i podrska Bosni i Hercegovini
na putu prema stabilnosti i prosperitetu, a to
partnerstvo podjednako je vazno i danas kao
i ranije. Veze koje nas sve povezuju nisu samo
geopoliticke, ve¢ su duboko ukorijenjene u
nasim zajednickim vrijednostima i predanosti
demokratiji, ljudskim pravima i vladavini
prava.

Program konferencije bio je sveobuhvatan,
te je pokrio Sirok spektar tema, ukljucujuci
aktuelne sigurnosne izazove, ekonomski
razvoj, kiberneticku (cyber) sigurnost, i dobro
upravljanje. Tokom ovih diskusija istakli smo
vaznost zajednickih vrijednosti i saradnje

u suoCavanju s kompleksnim izazovima

s kojima se svi susre¢emo. Sa sigurnoscu
mozemo reci da je put prema prosperitetnoj
buducnosti za Bosnu i Hercegovinu, kao i

za Siru regiju, zasnovan na demokratskim
principima i suverenitetu nacija.

Jedna od klju¢nih tema kojima smo se

bavili bila je kontinuirani problem stranog
malicioznog utjecaja. Uvidili smo da uplitanje
vanjskih aktera u unutrasnje poslove
suverenih drzava predstavlja znacajan izazov
za globalnu stabilnost i demokratiju, zbog
cega smo istrazili strategije za suzbijanje tih
prijetnji i zastitu suvereniteta i demokracije.

©



| take this opportunity to thank our friends
from the US Institute of Peace and Professor
Peter Mandaville, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung
Dialogue Southeast Europe, Cyber Security
Excellence Center, UK embassy, Embassy of
the Kingdom of Netherlands and our Minister
of Education and Science of Federation of
BiH, Jasna Durakovi¢ for supporting this
event.

| also want to extend our gratitude to the
diplomats, experts and delegates from
around the world who were gathered in
Sarajevo. Your presence at this event reflects
the global significance of the issues we
addressed during this conference and the
importance of addressing them from Bosnia
and Herzegovina.

The road ahead may be challenging, but it

is through cooperation and the steadfast
pursuit of shared values that we can
overcome the obstacles in our path. Together,
we will strive for a more secure, democratic,
and prosperous future for the people of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Southeast Europe
and for the world at large.

%@/M el

Hikmet Karcic
Strategic Analysis Initiative Director

Iskoristio bih ovu priliku da zahvalim nasim
prijateljima iz US Institute of Peace i profesoru
Peteru Mandavilleu, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung
Dialogue Southeast Europe, Cyber Security
Excellence Center, Ambasadi Ujedinjenog
Kraljevstva, Ambasadi Kraljevine Nizozemske
i nasoj ministrici obrazovanja i nauke
Federacije BiH, Jasni Durakovi¢, na podrsci
koji su pruzili dogadaju.

Takoder zelimo izraziti svoju zahvalnost
diplomatima, stru¢njacima i delegatima iz
cijelog svijeta koji su se okupili u Sarajevu.
Vasa prisustvo ovom dogadaju odrazava
globalnu vaznost tema koje smo razmatrali
na konferenciji i vaznost rjeSavanja tih pitanja
u Bosni i Hercegovini.

Put pred nama nosi brojne izazove, ali kroz
saradnju i dosljedno zalaganje za zajednicke
vrijednosti, mozemo prevladati prepreke na
nasem pravcu. Zajedno ¢emo teziti sigurnoj,
demokratskoj i prosperitetnoj buducénosti

za sve gradane/ke Bosne i Hercegovine,
Jugoistocne Evrope i cijelog svijeta.

lnctlnt

Hikmet Karci¢
Direktor Inicijative za strateSku analize

SSC 2024



SSK 2023 u brojkama

200+ 40+

Participants Experts
Ucesnika/ca Stru¢njaka

20 140

Organisations and
Countries Institutions
Zemalja Organizacija i institucija

< 40+

Journalist reporting

.I.I on the event

Novinara koji su
Universities izvjestavali o dogadaju

Univerziteta

= 5|
7 9

Panels Expert Talks
Panela Stucnih izlaganja




4. Value-Based Strengthening
of Regional Security: Opening
Ceremony at the Sarajevo

City Hall

Jacanje regionalne sigurnosti
na temeljima zajednickih
vrijednosti: Ceremonija
otvorenja u sarajevskoj Vijecnici

We are honoured to present a selection of
opening statements from three prominent
figures whose insights and perspectives
contribute significantly to the discourse on
global security. Senators Peter Welch and
Jeanne Shaheen, alongside Ambassador
Henk van den Dool, brought a wealth of
experience, knowledge, and dedication to
the crucial issues addressed at the Sarajevo
Security Conference.

O,

Cast nam je predstaviti izbor uvodnih izjava
tri istaknuta gosta, Ciji uvidi i perspektive
znacajno doprinose diskursu o globalnoj
sigurnosti. Senatori Peter Welch i Jeanne
Shaheen, uz ambasadora Henka van den
Doola, donijeli su bogato iskustvo, znanje

i posvecenost kljucnim pitanjima koja

su obradena na Sarajevskoj sigurnosnoj
konferenciji.

SSC



Senator Peter Welch (D-VT), known for his
unwavering commitment to public service, is
a tireless advocate for national security and
international cooperation.

Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH), a stalwart
champion of diplomacy and a respected
voice in foreign affairs, shed light on the
interconnected nature of global challenges
and the imperative for cooperative solutions.

Ambassador Henk van den Dool, a
distinguished diplomat with a wealth of
experience in international relations, offers
a unique and insightful perspective on the
global security landscape from the point of
view of the Kingdom of Netherlands.

The opening statements of Senators

Peter Welch and Jeanne Shaheen, along
with Ambassador Henk van den Dool, set
the stage for a conference that was both
enlightening and impactful. Their collective
dedication to international cooperation
inspire us to forge a path toward a more
secure and interconnected future.

Senator Peter Welch (D-VT), poznat po svojoj
nepokolebljivoj posvecenosti javnoj sluzbi,
neumorni je zagovornik nacionalne sigurnosti
i medunarodne saradnje.

Senatorka Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH), ustrajna
Sampionka diplomatije i ugledniglas u
medunarodnim odnosima, osvijetlila je u
svom govoru medusobnu povezanost prirode
globalnih izazova i potrebu za rjesenjima
temeljenim na suradnji.

Ambasador Henk van den Dool, ugledni
diplomata s bogatim iskustvom u
medunarodnim odnosima, nudi jedinstvenu i
pronicljivu perspektivu na globalnu sigurnost
iz ugla Kraljevine Holandije.

Uvodne izjave senatora Petera Welcha i
Jeanne Shaheen, zajedno sa ambasadorom
Henkom van den Doolom, postavile su
pozornicu za konferenciju koja je bila i
poucna i upecatljiva. Njihova kolektivna
posvecenost medunarodnoj saradnji
inspirise nas da krenemo put ka sigurnijoj i
medusobno povezanijoj buduénosti.

Senator Peter Welch // Senator Peter Welch




“The United States does have a shared
interest in Western Balkan regional stability.
We've supported Bosnian stability initiatives
in North Macedonia, Kosovo, and Bosnia
among others. We know that the security
of the region affects the entire continent of
Europe and definitely America very much
as well. So, we are in this together. A liberal,
democratic system guided by shared values
was reinforced and expanded after World
War I, is under stress now. But that structure,
it does promote civil liberties. It promotes
free enterprise. And it promotes tolerance.
And it has promoted security and prosperity
in Europe and beyond. And democracy is
always a work in progress, never without
challenges. It's complicated and it's difficult.
But that process is the best device we have
to resolve conflict, to create understanding,
and to build community and share
prosperity.”

“So many of the challenges we face today in
Sarajevo, or in Washington, D.C., or around
the world are not so much due to the defects
or deficiencies in democracy — quite the
opposite. They are struggles against right-
wing ethnonationalists trying to take control
by force. Not by democratic debate. They are
often self-anointed, acting like bullies and
thugs. That's the truth. And we definitely
see this in Ukraine. Vladimir Putin chose to
violate Ukraine’s sovereignty and territory.
The international efforts to defend Ukraine
have reinforced our shared governing

values and transatlantic alliances, including
expanding NATO. It has advanced the goals
of Europe and the United States. We have

to stick with it, and we will. We will. | know
that Bosnia, more than anybody, knows this
cautionary tale very well; the importance of
international engagement and intervention
when necessary. Stability. EQsy to say but
harder to achieve. And it is achieved when
we create strong, multicultural institutions.
We have respect for the rule of law and
freedom of an independent judiciary which
is essential in promoting enduring stability.”

“Sjedinjene Drzave imaju zajednicki interes
za regionalnu stabilnost Zapadnog Balkana.
Podrzali smo bosanske inicijative stabilnosti
u Sjevernoj Makedoniji, Kosovu i Bosni,
izmedu ostalih. Znamo da bezbjednost
regiona u velikoj mjeri utjece na cijeli evropski
kontinent, a svakako i na Ameriku. Dakle, mi
smo u ovome zajedno. Liberalni, demokratski
sistem voden zajedni¢kim vrijednostima
ojacani prosiren nakon Drugog svjetskog
rata, sada je pod pritiskom. Ali ta struktura
promovise gradanske slobode. Promovise
slobodno preduzetnistvo. | promovise
toleranciju. | promovirala je sigurnost i
prosperitet u Evropi i Sire. A demokratija je
uvijek nedovrsen proces, nikad bez izazova.
Komplikovano je i tesko. Ali taj proces je
najbolje sredstvo koje imamo za rjeSavanje
sukoba, stvaranje razumijevanja i izgradnju
zajednice i dijeljenje prosperiteta.”

“Mnogobrojni izazovi s kojima se danas
suoCavamo u Sarajevu, Washingtonu, D.C,,

ili Sirom svijeta nisu u potpunosti posljedica
mana ili nedostataka u demokratiji — upravo
suprotno. To su borbe protiv desnicarskih
etnonacionalista koji pokuSavaju da preuzmu
kontrolu silom. Ne demokratskom debatom.
Cesto su samonametnutii, ponasaju se

kao nasilnici i siledzije. To je istina. | to
definitivno vidimo u Ukrajini. Vladimir Putin
je odlucio da narusi suverenitet i teritoriju
Ukrajine. Medunarodni napori za odbranu
Ukrajine ojacali su nase zajednicke vladajuce
vrijednosti i transatlantske saveze, ukljucujuci
Sirenje NATO-a. To je unaprijedilo ciljeve
Evrope i Sjedinjenih Drzava. Moramo se toga
drzati i hocéemo. Ho¢emo. Znam da Bosna,
vise od ikoga, jako dobro poznaje ovu poucnu
pricu; vaznost medunarodnog angazmana i
intervencije kada je to potrebno. Stabilnost.
Lako je reci, ali teze postici. Ali se postize kada
stvaramo jake, multikulturalne institucije,

i postujemo vladavinu prava i slobodu
nezavisnog pravosuda sto je od sustinskog
znacaja za promovisanje trajne stabilnosti.”

SSC 007



Senator Jeanne Shaheen // Senatorka Jeanne Shaheen
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“Of course, you are no strangers to the
challenges facing this region. | am confident
that these challenges, as we have heard,

will be discussed in great detail during the
upcoming days of this conference. Amidst
these challenges, however, there exists a
moment of significant opportunity. The war
in Ukraine has cast a spotlight on the shared
EU aspirations of the six Western Balkan
nations. All of you aspire to EU membership.
A decade ago, we missed an opportunity

to make meaningful progress towards

EU integration, and we cannot afford to
miss this moment again. As we engage

in conversations about strengthening
European security, it is imperative to include
the Western Balkans in that discussion.”

“I have consistently advocated for robust
engagement by the US and the EU to
ensure that we do everything in our power,
in Congress, to assist Ukraine. However,
supporting Ukraine also means supporting
the Western Balkans. We must not miss this
moment to solidify the trajectories of Bosnia
and Herzegovina and the other countries

in the Western Balkans firmly towards the

SSC
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SENATOR
JEANNE SHAHEEN

“Naravno, izazovi sa kojima se ovaj region
suocCava nisu vam nepoznati. Uvjerena sam da
¢e se o ovim izazovima, kao sto smo culi, vrlo
detaljno razgovarati u narednim danima ove
konferencije. Usred ovih izazova, medutim,
postoji i trenutak znacajne prilike. Rat u
Ukrajini ukazao je na zajednicke aspiracije
Sest zemalja zapadnog Balkana prema EU.
Svi vi tezite ¢lanstvu u EU. Prije deset godina
propustili smo priliku da napravimo znacajan
napredak ka evropskim integracijama i ne
mozemo sebi dozvoliti da ponovo propustimo
ovaj trenutak. Dok se upustamo u razgovore
0 jacanju evropske sigurnosti, imperativ je
ukljuciti Zapadni Balkan u tu diskusiju.”

“Dosljedno sam se zalagala za snazan
angazman SAD-a i EU kako bismo osigurali
da uc¢inimo sve §to je u nasoj moci, u
Kongresu, da pomognemo Ukrajini. Medutim,
podrska Ukrajini znaci i podrsku Zapadnom
Balkanu. Ne smijemo propustiti ovaj trenutak
da ucvrstimo putanje Bosne i Hercegovine

i ostalih zemalja zapadnog Balkana ka
Evropskoj uniji. (...) Kao garanti Dejtonskog
mirovnog sporazuma, snosimo kolektivnu
odgovornost da osiguramo da multietnicki
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European Union. (...) As guarantors of the
Dayton Peace Accords, we hold collective
responsibility to ensure that the multiethnic
character of this country is protected, rather
than being weaponized to undermine its
territorial integrity. Yet, a future within the EU
can only be made possible by creating a safe
and secure environment for all citizens.”

“I want to acknowledge the unique
challenges facing this country, particularly
given the constraints of the Dayton Accords,
which have preserved peace for over 20
years. | understand that this framework also
complicates the best intentions to advance
democracy in a multiethnic nation. However,
my key message to all of you today is this:
we will not leave your side. US support for
the Balkans and Bosnia and Herzegovina is
robust, bipartisan, and we are determined to
support full Euro-Atlantic integration.”

karakter ove zemlje bude zasticen, umjesto
da bude zloupotrijebljen da potkopava njen
teritorijalni integritet. lpak, budu¢nost unutar
EU moze biti moguca samo stvaranjem
sigurnog okruzenja za sve gradane.”

“Zelim naglasiti da postoje jedinstveni izazovi
sa kojima se ova zemlja suocava, posebno
zbog ogranicenja uslovljenih Dejtonskim
sporazumom, koji je sacuvao mir vise od 20
godina. Ipak, razumijem da ovaj okvir takoder
komplikuje najbolje namjere za unapredenje
demokratije u multietnickoj naciji. Medutim,
moja kljuc¢na poruka svima vama danas je
ova: ne¢emo napustiti vasu stranu. Podrska
SAD Balkanu i Bosni i Hercegovini je snazna,
svestranacka i odlué¢ni smo da podrzimo
punu euroatlantsku integraciju.”




Ambassador Henk van den Dool // Ambasador Henk van den Dool

“The Netherlands pays attention to all
security issues in the Western Balkan
region, and it is always willing to invest in
the security of its citizens. Aware that only
by doing so other Netherlandish initiatives
about enhancing human rights protection,
economic development, and social cohesion
will bear more efficient and sustainable
results.”

“We are witnessing challenging times in the
World, especially with stability and security
issues. Thus, the Netherlands believes it is
of utmost importance to constantly search
for solutions and modalities to preserve
and improve these aspects in this part of
the World. Therefore, the Sarajevo Security
and Stability Conference is an important
conference that provides a platform for
multisectoral dialogue on several crucial
issues. The fact that subjects such as NATO
integration and EU’s security priorities,
regional and global security and stability
challenges are topics of importance

in a multisectoral environment is an
accomplishment.”
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or of the Kingdom of
nia and Herzegovina

“Holandija posvecuje paznju svim
bezbjednosnim pitanjima u regionu
Zapadnog Balkana i uvijek je spremna da
ulaze u bezbjednost svojih gradana. Svjesni
da ce samo na taj nhacin druge inicijative
Holandije o unapredenju zastite ljudskih
prava, ekonomskog razvoja i socijalne
kohezije donijeti efikasnije i odrzivije
rezultate.”

“Svjedoci smo izazovnih vremena u svijetu,
posebno sa pitanjima stabilnosti i sigurnosti.
Stoga, Holandija smatra da je od najvece
vaznosti stalno tragati za rjesenjima i
modalitetima za ocuvanje i poboljsanje

tih aspekata u ovom dijelu svijeta. Upravo

iz tog razloga je Sarajevska konferencija o
sigurnosti i stabilnosti vazna konferencija
koja pruza platformu za multisektorski
dijalog o nekoliko klju¢nih pitanja. Cinjenica
da su teme kao sto su NATO integracije

i bezbjednosni prioriteti EU, regionalni i
globalni izazovi bezbjednosti i stabilnosti
teme od znacaja u multisektorskom
okruzenju samo po sebi predstavlja
dostignuce.”
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5. Introduction to the

SSC 2023 Working
Program

Uvod u radni program

SSK 2023

The Sarajevo Security Conference program
featured numerous distinguished
contributions, and we had the privilege

of eminent voices opening the working
program of the conference. Below, we are
featuring a selection of opening statements,
each offering unique insights into the
conference theme from Jasna Durakovié,
Minister of the Ministry of Science and
Education in the Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina; Julian Reilly, the esteemed
British Ambassador; and Bernhard Abels,
Deputy Ambassador of the German
Embassy. Their insights, drawn from diverse
perspectives, contribute to the richness

of our discussions and inspire a collective
commitment to building a safer and more
interconnected world.

Program Sarajevske sigurnosne konferencije
sadrzavao je brojne istaknute doprinose,

a imali smo privilegiju da cijenjeni gosti i
partneri otvore i radni program konferencije.
U nastavku donosimo dio uvodnih rijeci,

od kojih svaka nudi jedinstven uvid u temu
konferencije: Jasne Durakovi¢, ministrice
Ministarstva nauke i obrazovanja Federacije
Bosne i Hercegovine; Juliana Reillya,
cijenjenog britanskog ambasadora; i
Bernharda Abelsa, zamjenika ambasadora
Njemacke ambasade u BiH. Njihovi uvidi, iz
razlicitih perspektiva, doprinijeli su bogatstvu
nasih diskusija i inspirisu zajednicku
posvecenost izgradnji sigurnijeg i povezanog
svijeta.
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Minister Jasna Durakovié¢ // Ministrica Jasna Durakovié

“It is important for me to clearly emphasize
from this place the importance of
conducting a dialogue on security, especially
in the region where we live, based on facts
and scientific research. Our special joy lies in
supporting a project that not only gathers
distinguished guests from around the world,
but also provides a space for education and
exchange of experiences of students from
higher education institutions in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, who will actively participate

in the conference. Considering the current
challenges and dynamics shaping the
region, we express our deep conviction that
the Sarajevo Security Conference will become
a key platform for constructive consideration
of the future. Through the partnership at
this event, the Federal Ministry of Education
and Science not only supports the initiative,
but undertakes to be an active partner in all
projects that contribute to building a safer
society” - said Durakovic.

Minister Durakovi¢ emphasized that
cooperation, dialogue, and innovation play
a key role in facing today’s challenges and
therefore, as she stated, she looks forward to
future joint efforts aimed at building a better
future for all citizens of the region.

ISASAI
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“Bitno mi je da sa ovog mjesta jasno naglasim
vaznost vodenja dijaloga o sigurnosti,
posebno u regiji u kojoj zivimo, temeljenog
na ¢injenicama i nauc¢nim istrazivanjima.
NasSa posebna radost lezi u podrsci projektu
koji ne samo da okuplja ugledne goste iz
svijeta, vec i pruza prostor za obrazovanje i
razmjenu iskustava studenata visokoskolskih
institucija u Bosni i Hercegovini, koji ce
aktivno sudjelovati na konferenciji. S obzirom
na aktualne izazove i dinamike koje oblikuju
regiju, izrazavamo duboko uvjerenje da

Ce Sarajevska sigurnosna konferencija
postati klju¢na platforma za konstruktivno
razmatranje buducnosti. Kroz partnerstvo

na ovom dogadaju, Federalno ministarstvo
obrazovanja i nauke ne samo da podrzava
inicijativu, ve¢ se obavezuje biti aktivan
partner u svim projektima koji doprinose
izgradnji sigurnijeg drustva” - kazala je
Durakovic.

Ministrica Durakovic je istakla i da saradnja,
dijalog, te inovacije igraju klju¢nu ulogu u
suocCavanju s izazovima danasnjice i stoga se,
kako je navela, raduje buduc¢im zajednickim
naporima usmjerenim ka izgradnji bolje
buducénosti za sve gradane regije.



Ambassador Julian Reilly // Ambasador Julian Reilly

“The United Kingdom is pleased to support
the first Sarajevo Security Conference. This
conference touches on key issues Europe
and the Western Balkans are facing. The
conference will discuss the war in Ukraine
and the key role that the European Union
and NATO play in providing a secure

and prosperous future for the citizens of

the region. The UK is supporting a panel
discussion on cyber security to be held today.
Building cyber security capacity is necessary
for economic prosperity in BiH, as well as for
the protection of everyone from criminals
and hostile states that direct cyber attacks
on this country.”

“Ujedinjeno Kraljevstvo sa zadovoljstvom
podrzava prvu Sarajevo Security Conference
(Sarajevsku sigurnosnu konferenciju). Ova
konferencija se dotice kljucnih pitanja

sa kojima se Evropa i Zapadni Balkan
suocavaju. Na konferenciji ¢e se govoriti

o ratu u Ukrajini i klju¢noj ulozi koju
Evropska unija i NATO imaju u pruzanju
sigurne i prosperitetne buducnosti za
gradane regiona. Ujedinjeno Kraljevstvo
podrzava odrzavanje panel diskusije o cyber
sigurnosti koji ¢e se odrzati danas. Izgradnja
kapaciteta cyber sigurnosti je nuzna za
ekonomski procvat u BiH, kao i za zastitu svih
od kriminalaca i neprijateljskih drzava koje
cyber napade usmjeravaju na ovu zemlju.”
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Deputy Ambassador Bernhard Abels // Zamjenik ambasadora Bernhard Abels

BERNHAR
ABELS

ity Ambassador of the Federal Repubiic of
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Deputy Ambassador of the Federal Republic
of Germany, Bernhard Abels, emphasized
the consistency of German foreign policy
when it comes to supporting the democratic
development of regional countries, and
improving security and stability.

“The war in Ukraine, but also, unfortunately,
the events in the Middle East in the last

two weeks have further emphasized the
importance of regional cooperation in order
to achieve a greater degree of international
security. Therefore, we consider the Sarajevo
Security Conference to be a very important
element of this policy,” said Abels.

SSC

Zamjenik ambasadora Savezne Republike
Njemacke Bernhard Abels istaknuo je
dosljednost njemacke vanjske politike kada
je u pitanju podrska demokratskom razvoju
zemalja regions, i unapredivanje sigurnosti i
stabilnosti.

“Rat u Ukrajini, ali i nazalost desavanja na
Bliskom Istoku u posljednje dvije sedmice
dodatno su naglasili vaznost regionalne
saradnje kako bismo ostvarili veci stepen
medunarodne sigurnosti. Stoga smatramo
da je Sarajevska sigurnosna konferencija
veoma vazan element ove politike”, istakao je
Abels.



6. Reclaiming Influence:
A Call for Strategic
Reengagement in the
Western Balkans

VracCanje utjecaja:
Poziv na strateski angazman
na Zapadnom Balkanu

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Azeem lbrahim, OBE // Govor Azeema Ibrahima, OBE

At the first Sarajevo Security Conference, Na prvoj Sarajevskoj sigurnosnoj konferenciji,
we had the pleasure of welcoming Azeem imali smo zadovoljstvo da ugostimo Azeema
lbrahim, OBE as a keynote speaker. Dr. Ibrahima, OBE kao keynote govornika. Dr.
Azeem lbrahim is a Research Professor Azeem lbrahim je istrazivac i profesor na

at the Strategic Studies Institute, US Institutu za strateske studije, pri Vojnom
Army War College, and a Director at the koledzu americke vojske te direktor
Newlines Institute for Strategy and Policy in Newlines Instituta za strategiju i politike u
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Washington, D.C. He received his Ph.D. from
the University of Cambridge, after which he
completed fellowships at the universities of
Oxford, Harvard, and Yale. Over the last two
decades, Dr lbrahim has advised a number
of world leaders and governments on policy
development and strategy. In his keynote
address he argued that we are currently

at a critical juncture in the history of the
Balkans and that this moment calls for a shift
in Western policy. We are delivering a full
transcript of his speech:

As we have heard over this conference, we've
seen numerous incidents of tension and
violence in recent months, such as:

s the clashes in northern Kosovo in May
which resulted in 30 injured NATO
servicemen

s those last month between Serb
paramilitaries and a Kosovan police patrol
which led to one death among the patrol
and that of three Serb gunmen

m and the build up of Serbian troops
at Kosovo, which led to a US State
Department warning last month.

These incidents should serve as flashing red
indicators on a dashboard.

This is in a context in which foreign policy
attitudes towards the region have been
shaped by the realpolitik involved in arming
Ukraine. While the war in Ukraine has
brought a geopolitical moment of respite
from rising Russian influence, it has not
altered the underlying risk of the rise of
autocratic tendencies. Primarily in recent
decades, these have been encouraged by
Russia. But they have been enabled by a lack
of Western engagement.

This dynamic doesn't just matter in the
context of the global competition between
democracy and autocracy. It also shapes
the fate of populations in the Balkans by
emboldening the least democratic groups
and impulses in the region.

Russia and Autocracy

| will take the question of Russia first. For
some years, Vladimir Putin’s goal in the
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Washingtonu. Doktorirao je na Univerzitetu
Cambridge, nakon Cega je zavrsSio i fellowship
programe na univerzitetima Oxford, Harvard

i Yale. Tokom prethodna dva desetljec¢a, Dr
Ibrahim je savjetovao nekolicinu svjetskih
lidera i vlada o razvoju politika i strategija. U
svom obrac¢anju na konferenciji, zagovarao

je misljenje da se trenuta¢no nalazimo

na historijskoj prekretnici za Balkan, te da
ovaj vazan trenutak zahtijeva promjenu
Zapadne politike. Dostavljamo puni transkript
njegovog obracanja:

Kako smo ¢uli na ovoj konferenciji, posljednjih
mjeseci vidjeli smo brojne incidente napetosti
i nasilja, kao sto su:

= sukobi na sjeveru Kosova u maju u kojima
je povrijedeno 30 vojnika NATO-a

m deSavanja proslogi mjeseca izmedu
srpskih paravojnih formacija i patrole
kosovske policije koji su doveli do smrti
jedne patrole i trojice srpskih naoruzanih
napadaca

m  gomilanje srpskih trupa na Kosovu, sto
je dovelo do upozorenja ameri¢ckog State
departmenta proslog mjeseca.

Ovi incidenti bi trebali posluziti kao trepcuca
crvena svjetla na kontrolnoj tabli.

Sve ovo, desava se u kontekstu u kojem je
stavove vanjske politike prema ovom regionu
oblikovala realpolitika naoruzavanja Ukrajine.
lako je rat u Ukrajini donio geopoliticki
trenutak predaha od rastuc¢eg ruskog
utjecaja, on nije promijenio osnovni rizik od
porasta autokratskih tendencija.

Posljednjih decenija te tendencije je
prvenstveno podsticala Rusija, ali ih je
omogucio i nedostatak angazmana Zapada.
Ova dinamika nije vazna samo u kontekstu
globalnog nadmetanja izmedu demokratije
i autokratije. Ona, takoder, oblikuje sudbinu
stanovnistva na Balkanu ohrabrujudi
najmanje demokrati¢ne grupe i impulse u
regionu.

Rusija i Autokratija
Prvo ¢u razmotriti pitanje Rusije. Ve¢ nekoliko

godina, cilj Vladimira Putina na Balkanu bio
je da pozicionira Rusiju kao najpouzdanijeg
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Balkans has been to position Russia as the
region’s most reliable conflict negotiator.
This is designed to strengthen Russia’s
standing in the region and give it leverage
for negotiations with Western powers. This
has entailed exploiting existing domestic
vulnerabilities in Moldova, as he has done
in Georgia, Armenia, and Azerbaijan by
weaponing secessionist movements.

In the Balkans, this approach aims to
undermine NATO's regional peacekeeping
attempts. | would like to highlight three
aspects of the Kremlin's approach.

The first is the role of information

The Russian Defence Ministry defines
‘information war’ in terms of ‘the
confrontation between two or more States
in the information space with the goal of
inflicting damage to information systems,
processes, and resources, as well as to
critically important structures; undermining
political, economic, and social systems;
carrying out mass psychological campaigns
.. in order to destabilise society and the
government!

The Balkans has been a test ground for this
concept

Russia deployed a disinformation campaign
in North Macedonia before the name
change referendum. It established troll
factories in North Macedonia from which it
injected fake news into the US information
ecosystem around its 2016 election. It has
also tried to sow ethnic discord in Bosnia and
Herzegovina and promote the secession of
Republika Srpska.

The second aspect is the role of the
Russian Orthodox Church

In 2020, Kremlin-affiliated Orthodox
churches in Montenegro supported Russian
interference in local elections on behalf of
the Pro-Russian opposition. Russia used

the Church to help elect Montenegro’s pro-
Russian Prime Minister, and to help organise
mass protests in major Montenegrin cities in
the early 2020s.

G

pregovaraca o sukobima u regionu. Ovo je
osmisljeno da ojaca polozaj Rusije u regionu i
da joj pruzi polugu za pregovore sa zapadnim
silama. To je podrazumijevalo iskoristavanje
postojecih domacih ranjivosti u Moldaviji,

kao Sto je to ucinio u Gruziji, Armeniji i
AzerbejdZanu naoruzavajucéi secesionisticke
pokrete.

Na Balkanu, ovaj pristup ima za cilj da
potkopa NATO-ove regionalne pokusaje
o&uvanja mira. Zeleo bih da istaknem tri
aspekta pristupa Kremlja.

Prva je uloga informacija

Ministarstvo odbrane Rusije definise
Jnformacioni rat" kao ,sukob izmedu dvine

ili viSe drzava u informmacionom prostoru

sa ciljem nanosenja stete informacionim
sistemima, procesima i resursima, kao i
kriticno vaznim strukturama; podrivanje
politickih, ekonomskih i drustvenih sistema;
provodenje masovnih psiholoskih kampanja...
kako bi se destabiliziralo drustvo i viast!

Balkan je bio poligon za ovaj koncept. Rusija
je pokrenula kampanju dezinformacija u
Sjevernoj Makedoniji prije referenduma o
promjeni imena.

Osnovane su fabrike trolova u Sjevernoj
Makedoniji iz kojih su ubacene lazne vijesti

u americki informacioni ekosistem oko
vremena americkih izbora 2016. godine.
Takoder, postojao je i pokucaj sijanja etnicke
nesloge u Bosni i Hercegovini i promoviranja
secesije Republike Srpske.

Drugi aspekt je uloga Ruske
pravoslavne crkve

2020. godine, pravoslavne crkve u Crnoj

Gori povezane s Kremljem podrzale su

rusko mijeSanje u lokalne izbore u ime
proruske opozicije. Rusija je koristila Crkvu da
pomogne u izboru proruskog premijera Crne
Gore i da pomogne organizovanje masovnih
protesta u vec¢im crnogorskim gradovima
pocetkom 2020-ih.

Sve ovo je povezano sa tre¢im aspektom,

a to je ruska upotreba kulturnih ratova kao
oruzja utjecaja. Putin je 31. marta 2020.
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And this links to the third aspect, which
is Russia's use of culture wars as a tool of
influence.

On March 31, 2020, Putin signed a decree
adopting Russia’s new foreign policy concept.
It explicitly includes ‘strengthening traditional
Russian spiritual and moral values and
preserving the cultural and historical heritage
of the multinational people of Russia’ as a key
national security interest.

This has been taken up by Serbian media,
often along with the idea that the West is
trying to destroy the Russian and Serbian
Orthodox Churches. It has even been echoed
by the Serbian director of intelligence.

The narrative of the Russian State and the
Orthodox Church as the defender of Russia’s
Christian civilisation against progressive,
liberal values has been widely shared in the
Western Balkans.

China deserves mention here as well.

It is now among the top five markets for
imports in most of the countries of the region
and has been extending loans in line with

its expansion elsewhere in the world. This

has offered populations in the region a view
of the world's most powerful autocracies

as power players, which of course has

done nothing to help the appeal of liberal
democratic values.

A lack of engagement

What these challenges have in common

is that they have been enabled by a lack of
engagement from the West, particularly the
EU, the US, and NATO. This has emboldened
those who pursue nationalist and hegemonic
agendas in the region, which tend to be
those countries with more power today. The
lack of engagement has left a vacuum which
has benefitted those groups - including
nationalists and the far right - who stand
against liberal democracy, either in word, in
deed, or both.

This lack of engagement has had two core
components.

SSC Y025

godine potpisao dekret kojim se usvaja novi
spoljnopoliticki koncept Rusije. Ovaj koncept
izricito ukljucuje ,jacanje tradicionalnih
ruskih duhovnih i moralnih vrijednosti i
oCuvanje kulturnog i historijskog nasljeda
visenacionalnog naroda Rusije" kao klju¢ni
interes nacionalne sigurnosti.

Ovo su popratili srpski mediji, Cesto zajedno
sa idejom da Zapad pokusava da unisti Rusku
i Srpsku pravoslavnu crkvu. To je cak ponovio
i srpski direktor obavjestajnih sluzbi. Narativ o
ruskoj drzavi i pravoslavnoj crkvi kao braniocu
ruske krs¢anske civilizacije od progresivnih,
liberalnih vrijednosti je Siroko rasprostranjen
na Zapadnom Balkanu.

Kina takoder zasluzuje da bude ovdje
spomenuta.

Sada je medu prvih pet trzista za uvoz u
vecini zemalja regiona i odobrava kredite
u skladu sa svojom ekspanzijom u drugim
delovima svijeta. Ovo je stanovnistvu u
regionu ponudilo perspektivu najmocnijih
autokratija svijeta kao mocénih aktera, sto
naravno nije ucinilo nista da pomogne
privlacnosti liberalno-demokratskih
vrijednosti.

Nedostatak angazmana

Zajednic¢ko ovim izazovima je da ih

je omogucio nedostatak angazmana
Zapada, posebno EU, SAD i NATO-a. Ovo je
ohrabrilo one koji slijede nacionalisticke i
hegemonisticke agende u regionu, a to su
danas zemlje s vecom moci. Nedostatak
angazmana ostavio je vakuum koji je
pogodovao onim grupama - ukljucujuci
nacionaliste i krajnju desnicu - koje se protive
liberalnoj demokratiji, bilo rijecima, djelima ili
oboje.

Ovaj nedostatak angazmana imao je dvije
kljucne komponente. Prvi je zasnovan na
stavu Blinkenovog State Departmenta.

Kao sto je moj kolega iz New Linesa Kurt
Bassuener tvrdio, na dva samita Bidenove
administracije o demokratiji, krajem 2021. i
2023. godine, bilo je moguce uociti promjenu
naglaska sa pruzanja pomodi globalnim
demokratskim borbama i pokusaja da se
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The first is based in the attitude of the
Blinken State Department.

As my New Lines colleague Kurt Bassuener
has argued, at the Biden Administration’s two
summits for democracy, in late 2021 and 2023,
it was possible to detect a shift in emphasis
away from assisting global democratic
struggles, and towards trying to shore up the
democratic credentials of those countries,
like India, sliding away from democratic
norms.

In the Balkans, however, this set of priorities
seems to have led the State Department to the
view that the region is inherently tribal. That is
allied to the view that it is unrealistic to hope
for anything more ambitious in democratic
terms than managing the status quo.

The result is a fading memory of a
superpower willing and able to influence
the region towards its stated ideals of less
corruption and more democracy.

The second component of this lack of
engagement is an EU whose influence has
faded. As we know, in the 2000s and the
2010s its ability to influence actors in the
region was buttressed by the prospect of

EU participation and eventual membership.
This hope has all but evaporated, and with

it the EU's influence. Through the 2000s,
while the door to EU and NATO membership
offered an incentive and a North Star.| don't
want to overstate this: weaknesses remained,
particularly in terms of corruption, the rule of
law, and democratic institutions. These had
real consequences for economic progress
and the quality of daily life in the region.

But during this period, the EU’s critical
leverage, and the gravitational pull of its
ideals, enabled real progress such as the 2013
and 2015 agreements between Kosovo and
Serbia. As we have seen, this dynamic lent the
EU influence only as long as the prospect of
EU accession retained its momentum.

When the EU put its enlargement to the
Western Balkans on hold, the damage to
progress was significant. As my New Lines
colleague, Agon Maliqi has argued:

ojacCaju demokratski principi onih zemalja,
poput Indije, koje klize od demokratskih
normi.

Na Balkanu, medutim, ¢ini se da je ovaj skup
prioriteta doveo State Department do stava
da je region inherentno plemenski. To je
povezano sa stavom da je nerealno nadati

se neCemu ambicioznijem u demokratskom
smislu od upravljanja statusom quo. Rezultat
je sjecanje na supersilu koja je voljna i
sposobna da utjece na region u pravcu
njegovih navedenih ideala manje korupcije i
vise demokratije, i koje sve vise blijedi.

Druga komponenta ovog nedostatka
angazmana je EU Ciji je utjecaj vec izblijedio.

Kao sto znamo, tokom 2000-ih i 2010-ih, nje-

na sposobnost da utjeCe na aktere u regionu
bila je potkrepljena izgledima za ucesc¢e u EU i
konac¢no ¢lanstvo. Ova nada je skoro nestala, a
sa njom i utjecaj EU. Kroz 2000-te, vrata za ¢lan-
stvo u EU i NATO nudila su poticaj i kompas.

Ne zelim da preuveliCavam: slabosti su ostale,
posebno u pogledu korupcije, vladavine
prava i demokratskih institucija. To je imalo
stvarne posljedice po ekonomski napredak

i kvalitet svakodnevnog zivota u regionu.

Ali tokom ovog perioda, kriti¢na poluga EU

i gravitaciona sila njenih ideala, omogucili

su stvarni napredak kao sto su sporazumi
izmedu Kosova i Srbije iz 2013. i 2015. godine.

Kao sto smo vidjeli, ova dinamika je
davala utjecaj EU samo dok je perspektiva
pristupanja EU zadrzala svoj zamah.

Kada je EU stavila svoje prosirenje na zapadni
Balkan na cekanje, steta za napredak je bila
znacajna. Kao sto je moj kolega iz New Linesa
Agon Maligi tvrdio:

“Ova odluka je radikalno promijenila poticaje
lokalnih politickih elita uklanjanjem vanjskog
sidra izgradnje mira i demokratskih reformi.
To je podstaklo autoritarna rukovodstva,
gusilo ekonomski rast i pozivalo kapital iz
autoritarnih zemalja da ispuni potrebe za
finansiranjem. Mozda je najvaznije to sto je
potkopan utjecaj Zapada i otvorena su vrata
vanjskim akterima poput Rusije da stvaraju
glavobolje Zapadu.”
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“This decision radically changed the
incentives of local political elites by removing
an external anchor of peace-building and
democratic reforms. It fuelled authoritarian
leaderships, stifled economic growth,

and invited capital from authoritarian
countries to fill financing needs. Perhaps
most importantly, it undermined the West's
leverage and opened the door for external
actors like Russia to create headaches for the
West.”

This vacuum, of course, was filled by Chinese
investment and Russian misinformation.

While Russia’'s invasion of Ukraine may yet
be regarded as a turning point for Russian
influence in the region, it is too soon either
to be confident about that or to assume that
the loss of Russian influence might imply a
gain in influence for the EU, NATO, and the
US, on their current policy trajectory.

In sum, Western liberal democracies have
taken their eye off the ball in the Balkans.

This disengagement has been the status quo
for long enough for us to be able to assess its
conseguences:

Russia emboldened,
Chinese investment and influence
welcomed,

m growing nationalist and far-right
sentiment, particularly in the countries
which have been a challenge in the past,

m and certainly no gains for the people of
the region in terms of reduced corruption
or an improvement in the rule of law or
democratic institutions.

What we must do

Given this analysis, | would like to suggest a
few areas that should be the focus of policy
in the region for the West in the coming
years. We have to go back to first principles.
In the past, the West has been able to exert
influence and use it for good only when two
conditions have been met:

= When we have set out a clear and
attractive vision to the region. When the
people of the region know what we stand
for.
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Ovaj vakuum je, naravno, popunjen kineskim
investicijama i ruskim dezinformacijama.

lako se ruska invazija na Ukrajinu jos moze
smatrati prekretnicom za ruski utjecaj u
regionu, prerano je ili biti uveren u to ili
pretpostaviti da bi gubitak ruskog utjecaja
mogao da implicira povecanje utjecaja

za EU, NATO, i SAD, na njihovoj trenutnoj
politickoj putanji. Ukratko, zapadne liberalne
demokratije su skrenule pogled s lopte na
Balkanu. Ovo odvajanje je bilo status quo
dovoljno dugo da bismo mogli procijeniti
njegove posljedice:

m  Rusija ohrabrena,
kineske investicije i utjecaj su dobrodosli,

m rastuce nacionalistiCko i krajnje
desnicarsko raspolozenje, posebno u
zemljama koje su u proslosti vec bile
izazov,

m i svakako nema koristi za ljude u regionu u
smislu smanjenja korupcije ili poboljSanja
vladavine prava ili demokratskih
institucija.

Sta moramo uraditi

S obzirom na ovu analizu, zelio bih predloziti
nekoliko oblasti koje bi trebale biti u fokusu
politike u regionu za Zapad u narednim
godinama. Moramo se vratiti na prve
principe. U proslosti, Zapad je bio u stanju da
izvrsi utjecaj i iskoristi ga za dobro samo kada
su ispunjena dva uslova:

s Kada smo postavili jasnu i atraktivnu viziju
regije. Kada ljudi u regionu znaju za Sta se
zalazemo.

s | drugo, kada smo pokazali da smo
spremni stati iza te vizije.

s Ovi uslovi moraju jos jednom animirati
nasu politiku.

s Kada SAD i EU mogu artikulirati viziju
slobode, pravde, trgovine, napretka i mira

s Kada pruzimo jasan put stanovnistvu
regiona da bude dobrodosla u
transatlantsku zajednicu

m  Kada budemo kristalno jasni o tome
kako Ce to izgledati i kako e koristiti
nacijama u regionu - tada c¢emo moci
ponovo uspostaviti Sjevernjacu koja moze
oblikovati nas angazman.
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m  And secondly, when we have shown that
we are ready to stand behind that vision.

m  These conditions must animate our policy
once again.

s When the US and the EU can articulate a
vision of freedom, justice, trade, progress,
and peace

= When we provide a clear path for the
populations of the region to be welcomed
into the transatlantic community

= When we are crystal clear about what
that will look like and how it will benefit
the nations in the region - then we will
be able to reinstate a North Star that can
shape our engagement.

Engaging must mean at senior level. But

it must also mean reaching out directly to
populations, including with cultural diploma-
cy. That also means meeting the challenge of
Russian information war head on. Western in-
formation operations might profit by remind-
ing the Serbs that Russia cannot be trusted.
That it did nothing to help Armenia, a mem-
ber of the Collective Security Treaty Organi-
zation.That Russia had previously joined the
NATO-led peacekeeping mission to Kosovo
before abandoning it in 2003.

The West might also invest more in free
media in the Balkans, particularly in places
that are vulnerable to Russia’s information
operations in Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
and Montenegro. There are certain parts of
the region that may not be receptive to the
rhetorical appeal of Western democracy and
free societies today, but could be in a few
years' time if the groundwork is laid now. |
also have sympathy with the argument made
by Kurt Bassuener that NATO should consider
deploying a deterrent force in the region,
beginning in Brcko.

Western treatment of Serbia deserves special
care. The West will not get anywhere if it
continues to rely on the approaches it has
tried since the 90s and ignores the role
played by Serbian culture and society. In
Serbia in recent years, war crimes denials
and historical revisionism about Serbia's
genocidal past are at an all-time high.

In this context, an approach grounded in
realpolitik and current needs such as arming

Angazman mora znaciti na visem nivou. Ali
to, takoder, mora znaciti dopiranje direktno
do stanovnistva, ukljucujuci i kulturnu
diplomatiju. To takode znaci da se suocite
sa izazovom ruskog informacionog rata.
Zapadne informativne operacije mogle bi
da profitiraju podsjecajuci Srbe da se Rusiji
ne moze verovati. Da nista nije pomoglo
Armeniji, Clanici Organizacije ugovora o
kolektivnoj sigurnosti. Da se Rusija ranije
pridruzila mirovnoj misiji na Kosovu
predvodenoj NATO-om prije nego sto ju je
napustila 2003. godine.

Zapad bi, takoder, mogao vise ulagati u
slobodne medije na Balkanu, posebno

na mjestima koja su ranjiva na ruske
informativne operacije u Srbiji, Bosni i
Hercegovini i Crnoj Gori. Postoje odredeni
dijelovi regiona koji danas mozda nisu
prijemcivi za retoricku privlacnost zapadne
demokratije i slobodnih drustava, ali bi
mogli biti za nekoliko godina ako se sada
postave temelji. Takoder, suosje¢am sa
argumentom Kurta Bassuenera da bi NATO
trebao razmotriti rasporedivanje snaga za
odvracanje u regionu, pocevsi od Br¢kog.

Zapadni tretman Srbije zasluzuje posebnu
paznju. Zapad nece nigde stic¢i ako nastavi
da se oslanja na pristupe u kojima je
pokusavao od 90-ih i ignorise ulogu srpske
kulture i drustva. U Srbiji su poslednjih
godina negiranja ratnih zlocina i istorijski
revizionizam o genocidnoj proslosti Srbije na
vrhuncu.

U tom kontekstu, pristup zasnovan na
realpolitici i trenutnim potrebama kao sto

je naoruzavanje Ukrajine ne moze se nadati
da ¢e imati trajni utjecaj na orijentaciju
srpske spoljne politike. lako moze potrajati
dok ovaj proces ne urodi plodom, zapadna
politika bi trebalo da poc¢ne da se bavi ovim
osnovnim kulturnim uzrocima medunarodne
orijentacije Srbije, a ne njihovim simptomima.

New Lines Opservatorija za
Zapadni Balkan

Bez obzira na ove licne stavove, bilo mi je
zadovoljstvo Sto sam posljednjih godina u
New Lines Institutu okruzen raznolikom
grupom stru¢nih analiti¢ara s razlicitim
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Ukraine cannot hope to make a lasting
impact on the orientation of Serbian foreign
policy. Although it may take time to bear fruit,
Western policy should start from a position of
seeking to address these underlying cultural
causes of Serbia’s international orientation,
not their symptomes.

New Lines Western Balkans Observatory

Notwithstanding these personal views,

it's been my pleasure to be surrounded in
recent years at the New Lines Institute by a
diverse group of expert analysts with differing
perspectives and areas of expertise. And I'd
like to finish by saying a little more about
what we will be doing at New Lines in the
coming years.

We are launching a new initiative called the
New Lines Western Balkans Observatory.
With this, we intend to make the New Lines
Institute the centre of thinking for a novel
approach to the Western Balkans. The
Observatory will offer rigorous, non-partisan
analysis for policymakers, guided by a panel
of experts.

Its Advisory Council will consist of
ambassadors, former members of Congress,
policymakers and journalists with Balkans
expertise. We will hold a series of roundtables
with regional leaders and policy experts and
publish policy memos and summary reports
with actionable recommendations on key
issues.

A year after our launch, we intend to hold a
summit with regional leaders. It's my hope
that the Observatory will become a valuable
resource to policymakers, analysts, and
anyone looking for nuanced, on-the-ground
insights about new and emerging political
challenges in the region. Above all, it's my
hope that it will make a small contribution to
a new spirit of engagement in the years and
decadestocome. B
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perspektivama i podrucjima strucnosti. |
zelio bih da zavrsim tako Sto ¢u recéi nesto
vise o tome Sta ¢emo raditi u New Lines-u u
narednim godinama.

Pokre¢emo novu inicijativu pod nazivom New
Lines Western Balkans Observatory. Ovim
namjeravamo da od New Lines Instituta
napravimo centar razmisljanja za novi pristup
zapadnom Balkanu. Opservatorija ¢e ponuditi
rigoroznu, nestranacku analizu za kreatore
politike, koju ¢e voditi panel stru¢njaka.

Njegovo Savjetodavno vijece Ce se sastojati
od ambasadora, bivsih ¢lanova Kongresa,
kreatora politike i novinara sa ekspertizom za
Balkan. Odrzat c¢emo seriju okruglih stolova
sa regionalnim liderima i stru¢njacima za
politiku i objaviti dopise o politikama i sazete
izvjestaje sa prakticnim preporukama o
kljucnim pitanjima.

Godinu dana nakon naseg pokretanja,
namjeravamo odrzati samit sa regionalnim
liderima. Nadam se da ¢e Opservatorija
postati vrijedan resurs kreatorima politike,
analiticarima i svima koji traze nijansirane,
temeljne uvide u nove i nove politicke izazove
u regionu. Iznad svega, nadam se da ce dati
mali doprinos novom duhu angazmana u
godinama i decenijama koje dolaze. ®



7. SSC: A Platform for . , |

Sincere and Scientific K|/ .
Exchange of Ideas o w
SSK: Platforma za AN

Iskrenu | objektivnhu
razmjenu ideja

Panel I:

War in Ukraine and European Security Challenges (in partnership with

Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung)

Rat u Ukrajini i evropski sigurnosni izazovi (u partnerstvu sa Fondacijom
Friedrich Ebert)

Exploring the complex interplay between
the conflict in Ukraine and broader security
challenges in Europe, this panel delved into
the growing significance of these dynamics
for the Western Balkans.

Istrazujuci slozenu interakciju izmedu sukoba
u Ukrajini i Sirih sigurnosnih izazova u Evropi,
ovaj panel se bavio rastu¢im znacajem ovih
dinamika za region zapadnog Balkana.
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Panelists / Panelisti:

Charles Kupchan, Professor of International Affairs at Georgetown University, Council on
Foreign Relations member; Former member of the National Security Council in the Clinton and
Obama Administrations // profesor Medunarodnih odnosa na Univerzitetu Georgetown, ¢lan Vijec¢a
za vanjske odnose; Bivsi ¢lan Vije¢a za nacionalnu sigurnost u administraciji Clintona i Obame

Sir David Lidington, Chair of the Royal United Services Institute in London, UK’s longest-
serving Minister for European Affairs; former deputy to Prime Minister Theresa May //
Predsjedavajuci Instituta Royal United Services u Londonu, bivsi Ministar Ujedinjenog Kraljevstva
za europska pitanja sa najduzim mandatom; bivsi zamjenik Premijerke Therese May

Joe Weingarten, Member of the German Parliament, Serves on the Defense Committee
& the Subcommittee on Disarmament, Arms Control, and Non-Proliferation in Germany

/] Zastupnik u Parlamentu Savezne Republike Njemacke, ¢lan Obrambenog komiteta i
podkomiteta za Razoruzanje, kontrolu oruzja i neproliferaciju u Njemackoj

Anton Shekhovtsov, Director of the Centre for Democratic Integrity in Vienna and
renowned expert on Ukraine and Russia // Direktor Centra za demokratski integritet u Becu i
priznati ekspert na temu Ukrajine i Rusije

Simon Weif3, Program Coordinator at the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Regional Office for
Cooperation and Peace; a former lecturer at the University of Heidelberg // Koordinator
programa u Regionalnoj kancelariji za saradnju i mir Friedrich Ebert Fondacije; bivsi predavac
na Univerzitetu u Heidelbergu

Words from the moderator // Komentar moderatora

Harun Karcic, sAl Deputy Director for Analysis and Operations and a renowned journalist
and political analyst covering the Balkans // Zamjenik direktora za analizu i operativne poslove
Inicijative za stratesku analizu, te priznati novinar i politiCki analiticar za Balkan

The panelists acknowledged the likelihood of a semi-frozen conflict in Ukraine rather than a
clear victory for either party, emphasizing the practical nature of strategic decision-making.
The role of NATO in ensuring Ukraine’s security, particularly concerning Russia’s nuclear threat,
was seen as a challenging yet vital consideration. The war in Ukraine served as a wake-up

call, prompting a realization that the rules and the entire system of European security had
shifted, with traditional diplomatic approaches proving ineffective. Victory for Ukraine was
defined as the restoration of territorial integrity to the 1991 borders, reparations from Russia to
compensate for losses, and a commitment to global food security. The discussion also reflected
on the challenges of the past decade, emphasizing the need for a more strategically adept
European Union capable of navigating evolving security landscapes, , with clear implications
for the Western Balkans.

Panelisti su razmatrali visoku vjerovatnocu polu-zamrznutog sukoba u Ukrajini, umjesto jasne
pobjede bilo koje strane, naglasavajuci potrebu za pragmaticnim pristupom pri strateskom
odlucivanju. Uloga NATO-a u osiguravanju sigurnosti Ukrajine, posebno u pogledu ruske
nuklearne prijetnje, ocijenjena je kao izazov, ali i vazna tema. Rat u Ukrajini posluZzio je kao
poziv na uzbunu, sto je dovelo do spoznaje da su se pravila i cijeli sistem evropske sigurnosti
promijenili, a tradicionalni diplomatski pristupi su se pokazali nedjelotvornim. Pobjeda
Ukrajine definirana je kao obnova teritorijalnog integriteta prema granicama iz 1991. godine,
reparacije od strane Rusije za kompenzaciju gubitaka i posvecenost globalnoj sigurnosti
hrane. Diskusija se takoder osvrnula i na izazove u protekloj deceniji, naglasavajuci potrebu
za strategijski sposobnijom Evropskom unijom koja bi bila u stanju da se suoci sa razvojem
bezbjednosnih pitanja, sa jasnim implikacijama na Zapadni Balkan.
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Panel II:
Transatlantic Security and the Balkans after 24 February 2022

Transatlantska sigurnost i Balkan nakon 24. februara 2022

INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS {8
AND SPONSORS

ZFMON MSARAJEVO ‘c Security
NNSECURITY Trangtlantu; Se . 147
Gg ~NCONFERENCE B and th sB S

Delving into the evolving dynamics of Zalazeci dublje u dinamiku razvoja
transatlantic security post-February 2022, this  transatlantske sigurnosti nakon februara
panel focused on the Balkans, examining the 2022, ovaj panel se fokusirao na Balkan,
implications for regional stability. ispitujuci implikacije na regionalnu stabilnost.




Panelists // Panelisti:

Sabina éudié, Member of the House of Representatives of the Parliamentary Assembly of
Bosnia and Herzegovina // Zastupnica u Parlamentarnoj skupstini Bosne i Hercegovine

DzZeneta Karabegovié, Lecturer and researcher at the University of Salzburg, and
consultant with expertise in diaspora, justice, education, human rights, migration, and the
Balkans // Predavacica, istrazivacica i konsultantica na Univerzitetu u Salzburgu, sa iskustvom
u oblasti dijaspore, pravde, obrazovanja, ljudskih prava, migracija te Balkana

Sergej Sumleny, Eastern Europe expert, and founder of the European Resilience Initiative
Center // Stru¢njak za isto¢nu Evropu, osniva¢ European Resilience Initiative Centra

Hamza Karcic, Associate Professor at the Faculty of Political Science, University of Sarajevo,
and co-founder of the Sarajevo Security Conference // Vanredni profesor na Fakultetu politickih
nauka, Univerziteta u Sarajevu i suosnivac Sarajevske sigurnosne konferencije

Alija KozZljak, Chief of Staff to Presidency Member Denis Bedirevi¢, and former Bosnia's
Military Representative to NATO // Sef kabineta ¢lana Predsjednistva BiH Denisa Becirevica i
bivsi vojni predstavnik Bosne i Hercegovine pri NATO-u

Words from the moderator // Komentar moderatorice

Ema-DZejna Smolo-Zukan - Regional Communications Coordinator for the Friedrich
Ebert Stiftung Dialogue Southeast Europe // Regionalna komunikacijska koordinatorica za
Friedrich Ebert Fondaciju - Dijalog za Jugoistocnu Europu

Senator Welch'’s statement at the opening of SSC 2023 underscored the strain on the

system founded on shared democratic values post-WWII, with transatlantic security facing
unprecedented challenges, notably since the outbreak of war in Europe a year and a half
ago. This pivotal moment was seen as an opportunity for change, which led the panelists to
assess the future of transatlantic security, particularly for the Balkans and whether or not any
pivotal changes for Southeast Europe are realistic at this point. The panelists concurred on the
necessity for an honest evaluation of chances, threats, and responsibilities for both domestic
and international actors. While acknowledging the ongoing threat of Russian influence

in the region, the discussion also emphasized the significance of recognizing the element

of migration and displaced persons post the onset of war in Ukraine. It was stressed that
migration-related challenges would persist regardless of the war, highlighting the imperative
to respond not only to the threat of Russian foreign policy in Europe but also to the enduring
challenge of migration, and how it shapes European politics. The consensus among the
panellists remained steadfast: the future of the region hinges on collaboration with NATO and
the EU as essential partners, regardless of potential obstacles along the way.

U svojoj izjavi na otvaranju SSC 2023., senator Welch naglasio je postojeci pritisak na sistem
zasnovan na zajednickim demokratskim vrijednostima nakon Drugog svjetskog rata, pri cemu
se transatlantska sigurnost suocava s izazovima bez presedana, posebno nakon izbijanja novog
rata u Evropi prije godinu i po dana. Ovaj kljucni trenutak viden je kao prilika za promjenu, sto je
potaknulo paneliste da procijene buducnost transatlantske sigurnosti, posebno za Balkan i da i
su neke kljucne promjene za jugoistocnu Evropu realne u ovom trenutku. Panelisti su se sloZili da
je neophodna iskrena procjena sansi, prijetnji i odgovornosti za domace i medunarodne aktere.
Imajuci u vidu stalnu prijetnju ruskog utjecaja u regionu, diskusija je takoder naglasila znacaj
prepoznavanja izazova migracije i raseljenih osoba od pocetka rata u Ukrajini. Naglaseno je da
Ce izazovi vezani za migracije i dalje postojati bez obzira na fazu rata, naglasavajuci imperativ
da se odgovori ne samo na prijetnje ruske vanjske politike u Evropi, vec i na trajni izazov
migracije i kako ona oblikuje evropsku politiku. Konsenzus medu panelistima ipak sveo se na
zakljucak da buducnost regiona zavisi od saradnje sa NATO-om i EU kao klju¢nim partnerima,
bez obzira na potencijalne prepreke na tom putu.



Panel IlI: | ‘ '
The Changing Geopolitical Landscape and its fmplications for * .

Cyber Security (in partnership with CSEC & UK Embassy in Sarajevo)
Mijenjanje geopolitickog pejzaza i njegove implikacije na cyber ®
sigurnost (u partnerstvu sa CSEC-om i Ambasadom WK U Sarajevu)
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This panel explored the dynamic shifts in the Ovaj panel istrazivao je dinamicne promjene
geopolitical arena and their profound effects u geopolitickoj areni i njihove duboke efekte

on cyber security, addressing the challenges na cyber bezbjednost, imajuci u vidu izazove
posed by state-driven cyber attacks and koje postavljaju drzavni cyber napadi i cyber
cybercriminal groups. kriminalne grupe.
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Panelists // Panelisti:

Predrag Puharic, Director of the Cyber Security Excellence Center in Bosnia and
Herzegovina // Direktor Cyber Security Excellence Centra u Bosni i Hercegovini

Oliver Hoare, Director & Founder of Cyber Capacity Unit, a global cyber defense expert,
and former UK government cyber expert // Direktor i osnivac Cyber Capacity Unit, struénjak za
globalnu kiberneticku odbranu i bivsi stru¢njak za kibernetiku vlade Ujedinjenog Kraljevstva

Adel Abusara, Expert in Cybersecurity Governance and Project Management at PwC
(PricewaterhouseCoopers d.0.0.) // Stru¢njak za upravljanje kibernetickom sigurnoscu i
upravljanje projektima PwC (PricewaterhouseCoopers d.o.0.)

Denisa Kurtagic, Cybersecurity Analyst in Ministry of Defence of Montenegro, and a
2020 Fellowship awardee in Cyber Security from Cranfield University, United Kingdom //
AnalitiCarka za cyber sigurnost pri Ministarstvu Obrane u Crnoj Gori i dobitnica stipendije za
2020. godinu za kiberneti¢ku sigurnost sa Univerziteta Cranfield u Ujedinjenom Kraljevstvu

Words from the moderator // Komentar moderatorice

Lejla Mazli¢, Al Jazeera Balkans TV host and producer // TV voditeljica i produ